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SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


The London Evangelical Magazine contains an ac- 
eount of the Anniversary Meetings of the Missionary So- 
cieties it Taheite (Otaheite,) Eimeo, and Huaheine. 
They were all held on the 12th aad 13th of May. 


Takeulan Missionary Society. 


About 9 A. M. the Brethren Nott, Jones, and 
Wilson, (also Mrs. Jones, and Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Bickuell.) met the officers and some of the mem 
bers ef this Society, at the king’s residence near 
Papaoa; and at half-past ten entered the royal 
Mission Chapel for worship. The people were 
much fewer in number this year thau on any-for- 
mer oceasion, owing to the brethren and the peo 
mle having been all collected at Papaoa, oniy 
three weeks before, at the coronation of the young 
king ; this prevented a number of the people and 
some of tite bre:hren from being present at this 
meeting. Although, however, the meeting was 
less in point of numbers, it was not, perhaps, much 
so iy point of interest, when compared with former 
yea4s. 

Brothar Nott commenced the morning service 
by singing and prayer, and then preached from 
Luke xi. 2. “Tuy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as itis in heaven.” 

About 4, P. M. the congregation again assem 
dled, but not so many as ia the morning, which ts 
always the case on these oceasions. Brother Wil- 
sun commenced worship by giving out a hymn, 
reading the Scriptures, and prayer; after which 
brother Joues preached from Psalm xlv. 3—5. 
“ Gird thy sword upow thy thigh, O most mighty, 
with thy glory and thy majesty,” &c. In the eve- 
ning, after a friendly covfereuce with several of 
the chiefs, we returued to our habitations. 

Thursday, 13th. This being the day for busi 
ness, the brethren again met the officers and met- 
bers of the Society as yesterday. Captain Wal- 


_ker and Kemish were also present. About ten 


u’clock the meeting commenced with singing and 
prayer by brother Wilson, who a!so addressed the 
meeting at large, encouraging thei to persevere 
in the work of the Lord, and proposed that the 
Secretary should read the Report. 

Paofai, Secretary, then came forward and read 
the Report, from which it appeared that the sub- 
scriptions for the present year, thougia less than 
those of the former, yet exceeded considerably 
what some of the brethren expected. 

Brother Nott then rose and addressed the Soci- 
éty at some leagth ; urging on all the necessity of 
greater activity and zeal im the cause of Christ, 





and proposed that the motion made and agreed to 
at the last meeting of the Society, be immediately 
carried into effect; viz. that houses be prepared 
to receive the oil subscribed by the members of the 
Society, at those parts of the island where vessels 
can anchor. : 

Tati rose and supported the motion, and also 
informed the meeting that he had a large house in 
a state of forwardness, at Mairipehe,. where he re- 
sides, which he intends for the purpose. 

Tehoro, a very zealous and active young man, a 
deacon of one of our churches, then rose, and ina 
very animated speech, approved of what had been 
said, and proposed that a house at the west end &f 
Pare, intended for the use of the Society, and 
which is already framed, be immediately thatched 
for receiving the Society’s oil. He proposed that 
as soon as the Sabbath is over, the whole district 
set about it. Ua and some others belonging to 
Pare spoke to the same effect, and urged an um- 
mediate attention to the work. - 

Que of the Taiarapu people then rose, and in- 
formed the meeting, that two houses would be 
prepared in that division of the island for the pur- 
pose proposed. Hitoti then addressed the Society 
with much propriety ; several others also spoke 
with good effect. Brother Jones concluded with 
prayer. 


Einvan Missionary Society. 


The Anniversary commenced in the usual way 
with an early prayer-meeting. About ten o’clock 
the people entered the chapel, when brother Hen- 
rv conmupenced the service with a short address, 
sung, and read the Scriptures with some remarks, 
and prayed; after which Broiher Darling (whe 
came over here from his station at Burder’s Point, 
expecting to have the pleasure of seeing the gen- 
tlemen of the Deputation once more before their 
departure, and who kindly complied with the 
wishes of the brethren, to remain until after the 
meeting, and to preach the missionary sermon) 
delivered an animating and eucouraging discourse 
from Gal. vi. 9. “Aud let us uot be weary in 
well doing,” &c, 

ln the evening the people again assembled, and 
brother Darling commenced the service by sing- 
ing, reading, and prayer; after which brother Ors- 
mond delivered a very suitable. discourse from 
Prov.iv. 18. “For the pati of the just is as the 
shiuing light,” &c. The assembly made a highiv 
respectable appearance, particularly the female 
part, whose greatly advanced improvement was 
very apparent, they having got rid of the degreq 
of awkwardness that used to attend them when ir 
a European dress, and haying o! fr 
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ease and gracefulness nearly equal to European 
females. 

On the 13th the Society assembled for busi- 
ness, when brother Orsmond opened the meeting 
by a suitable address, and moved that Tehope, 
the governor of Varare, and relation of the king, 
be called to the chair; which being done, the 
Chairman called upon brother Darling to engage 
in prayer. After singing and prayer, brother 
Henry moved that the Secretary be called upon to 
read the report of the past year, which being 
seconded and carried by a show of hands, Vahine- 
ravia, the Secretary, then read the Report, and 
the quantity of property subscribed ; which glad- 
dened us not a little, it beg considerably more 
than that of the foregoing year. 

Vara, the chief of Afareaitu, then rose, and after 
speaking at some length, moved that the Report 
be received and printed. Brother Darling seconded 
the motion, but he wished to know whether any 
names had been taken down which had not 
broughtthe property, as he objected to printing 
any such names, as had been done in some in- 
stances in former years. This motion was agreed 
to. The usual votes of thanks were then passed, 
and several motions were made and carried: the 
principal of which were, Ist. That the property 
subscribed be all co!lected to one place. 2d. That 
in future no person’s name be pu down in the list 
of subscribers, until he or she brings and delivers 
the property intended to be subscribed, to those 
appointed to take charge of it. ; 

Much of a missionary spirit was manifested on 
the occasion, several offering themselves, and ex- 
pressing their willingness to go as teachers wher- 
ever their teachers and the Society might think 
proper to send them. Mare, the deacon, was 
among the number who thus offered themselves. 


Huaheine Missionary Society. 


We were again favoured with the company of 
our esteemed friends, the Rev. D. Tyerman, and 
George Bennett, Esq. accompanied by brother 
Threlkeld, which gave additional interest to our 
various meetings. Wednesday, May 12th, the 
natives held a prayer-meeting early in the morn- 
ing. In the forenoon, Mr. Threlkeld preached 
from Hab, ii. 14.. “For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.” In the afternoon Mr. 
Barff preached from Deut. xxiii. 9. The congre- 
gations were large and attentive. 

On Thursday the officers of the Society, sub- 
scribers and friends, assembled to hear the report, 
choose officers for the ensuing year, &c. Many 
very interesting speeches were made, and every 
one professed a determination to persevere, even 
until death, in the good work of endeavoring to 
evangelize the world. 


Schools of Huaheine. 


On Friday, May 14, we examined publicly the 
children and adults in our schools.. Two classes 
of boys, and three of girls, repeated chapters out of 
the Gospels, and the Acts of the Apostles. ‘Two 
classes of adult females repeated chapters out of 
the Gospels, after which a number of girls, from 
the lower classes, were examined in the whole of: 
the Catechism. Brother Threlkeld concluded the 
exercises with exhortation and prayer. 

The children, after the examination, walked-in 


. 
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procession the icngth of the district, with their 
flag borne by the boy who excelled, having on it 
a dove, with the olive branch of peace, and the 
Angel’s Song as the motto. 

The parents, children, chiefs, and people, up- 
wards of 1,000 in number, together with the Rev. 
D. Tyerman, G. Bennet, Esq. and brother Threl- 
keld, partook of a dinner in the English fashion; 
off tables, sitting on sofas. The sofas were up- 
wards of 200 in pumber, and tables in proportion. 
All took tea together m the same manner. The 
tables were arranged in rows, in a spacious place 
in the inidst of the settlement, and screened from 
the sun with native cloth. Joy beamed in every 
countenance, and we trust gratitude ascended 
from every heartto the God of alb grace, for the 
blessings of the “ gospel of peace.” 


ESSAY ON THE SABBATH. 


A premium of fifty dollars was offered not long since by 
a Christian philanthropist in New-York, for the best E~- 
say on * The Sabbath regarded merely as a civil Lnstitv 
tion.’ Twenty-four different Essays were received on 
the subject, ‘‘ bearing honourable testimeny te the talents, 
learning, and piety of the writers.” The premium was 
awarded, by a very respectable Committee; to Wm. Jay, 
Esq. of Bedford, N. Y. and by him presented to the Fe- 
male Sabbath School Union Society, thereby conferring 
a double favour. 

The following is the Tract presented. 


AN ESSAY 
ON SHE [MPORTANCE OF THE SABBATII, 


Considered merely as a Civil Institution. 

** Of all the dispesitions and habits which lead to polit. 
ical prosperity, religion and morality are indispensabie 
supports: the mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to respect and cherish them.”— Washington's 
Furewell Address. 

To those who acknowledge the divine authori- 
ty of the Scriptures, no arguments can be néces- 
sary to prove the benign influence of the Sabbath 
on civil society. ‘That the Sabbath was made 
for man, we have the assurance of Christ himself: 
and it would be impious to question the wisdonr or 
benevolence of any institution established by the 
Almighty, for the benefit of his creatures. 

Were it relevant or necessary to om present 
design, we could readily show, that the Sabbath 
was not exclusively a part of the Mosaic disper- 
sation ; aud consequently, that the design of its 
appointment, and the duty to observe it, were not 
confined to the Jewish gation. The pefiod of its 
establishment, coeval with the completion of the 
creation—its observance by the Israelites ante- 
cedent to the promulgation of the law from 
Mount Sinai—its incorporation into that law 
from which all the precepts peculiar to the Jewish 
religion were excluded—the awful and sublime 
circumstances which attended the delivery of the 
ten commandments, and the subsequent inscrip- 
tion of those commandments upon tables of stone, 
by the finger of God himself, all unite in bearing 
testimony to the perimanency of the Sabbath, and 
to the universality of its obligation. 

It is not, however, our intention to inquire into 
the origin of this institution, or into the spiritual 
duties and blessings connected with it; but to 
prove that the temporal benefits resulting from it, 
are alone sufficient to entitle it to the countenance 
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and protection of the civil authority. We shall, 
therefure, consider the Sabbath merely in the 
light of a civil institution, being one day in seven 
peculiarly appropriated by the laws, to religious 
instruction, and the practice of religious rites, and 
ou which, the ordinary occupations and public 
amusements of society are prohibited. 

It would not be difficult to prove, that such an 
institution would be attended with many and great 
advantages under any system of religious belief, 
whether true or false. We shall not, however, 
give so extensive a range to our inquiries, but con- 
fine them to the more natural and practical ccn- 
sideration of the Sabbath, as connected with 
Christianity. It is obvious from the very nature 
of the institution, as aleeady described, that it must 
have a powerful tendency to preserve and diffuse 
the knowledge and influence of the religion of any 
county in which it is established, and of course 
that its utility here, is to be estimated by the tn- 
portance of Christianity tu the wellare and happi- 
ness of the community. 

Every government of which history has pre- 
served a record, has called to its aid, either more 
or less directly, the influence of religious senti- 
ment. Nor is it difficult to understand, why the 
magistrate bas in all ages sought to avail himself, 
of these awful sanctions with which every reti- 
gion enforces its own precepts. Religious obh- 
gation is founded on the will of the Deity, discov 
ered either by revelation, or by reason. This 
will correctly understood is, and ever mus! be, 
consisteut with the good both of nations and in 
dividuals ; and in imuumerable mstauces, acts 
which are injurious to socrety, are by common 
consent adinitied to be offensive to God. Hence 
even false religions ave to a certain extent, con- 
ducive to the public welfare; because with their 
falsehoods ave usually mingled some truths rela- 
tive to the divme attributes. But imasmuch as 
Christianity excels all ether religions, in the ful- 
ness and certainty of its exhibition of the divine 
will, so much «ie more comformable must it be 
tuihe wants and propensities, the peace and hap- 
piness of the human family. Indeed, were every 
citizen wholly t6 govern his conduct by the pre- 
cepts of this religion, and to doto others as he 
would they should to him, violence and injustice 
would cease; and the sword of the magistrate 
would slumber in its sheath. 

A slight view of the comparative influence of 
buinay laws, and religious sentiments, In Corect- 
ing the evils, aud promoting the happiness of soci 
ety, will afford abundant evidence of the superior 
efficacy of the latter. Human laws forbid only 
ihe commission of crimes: they presume not to 
take cognizance of thoughts aud intentions. Re- 
ligion, ou the coutrary, erects her throne in the 
heart, sways its ailections, Controls is passions, 
and directs its motives. Befoie the magisirate 
cah enforce the sanctions of lris laws, the offender 
must be discovered and his guilt established by 
proof; and the fear of punishment is often coun- 
teracted by the possibility and the hope of elud- 
ing detection. But the votary of religion, knows 
that he serves a master, whose omniscience and 
omnipotency, render escape hopeless, and punish- 
ment inevitable. So conscious are all govern- 
ments of the inefficacy of penalties to secure obe- 
dience to their law, that in a great variety of cases, 
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bind their subjects by oaths, to the performance of 
their duties. Human laws trust solely to the in- 
fluence of terror, while religion addresses herself 
to the hopes as well as the ee of mankind, and 
offers rewards as rich and glorious, as her punish- 
ments are awful and appalling. 

Even if it were possible to impart to the police 
an energy equal to the detection and punishment 
of every delinqueut, what an enormous and hate- 
ful mass of wickedness, cruelty and injustice, 
would still remain annoticed and unrestrained 
by thelaws! At what human wibunal could we 
arraign avarice, ingratitude, unkindness, false- 
hood, selfishness, pride, and a host of vices, which 
are alike the bane of private happiness and pub- 
lic peace? Bat the believer in Christianity is 
taught, that neither the words of his mouth, nor 
the nieditations of his heart, escape the observa- 
tion of that Being, who will “ bring every work 
iuto judgment, with every secret thing.” 

Could human laws restrain men from crime, 
their highest aim would be attained ; they at- 
tempt not the task of inciting thern to virtue.— 
No statute could compel us to’love our neighbor 
as ourselves, to pray fur those who despitefully 
use us, and to do good as we have opportunity to 
all men. The Christian, however, is assured, 
that “love is the fulfilling of the law,” and that 
freedom from vice, unaccompanied by benevolent 
affections and exertions, will not entitle him to 
the rewards of Heaven. No temporal penalties 
can so effectually control the vindictive passions, 
aud restrain the violence and outrage which pro- 
ceed from them as the recollection that we must 
forgive others, before we can hope to be forgiven. 
At the same time that Christianity exerts ker in- 
fluence im securing the public tranguillity and 
welfare, she penetrates the recesses of domestic 
privacy, whispers consolation to the bereaved— 
soothes the pangs of the sufferer, and diffuses love 
and joy and peace, throughout the social circle. 
We might parsue our subject, and exhibit in 
its Various bearings, the propitious influence of 
this religion upon human happiness, by instituting 
a comparison between the morals, customs, and 
civil polity of the most enlightened nations of 
antiquity, and those of our own age and country. 
But enough has been said, to show that Christian- 
ity is eminently conducive to the welfare both 
of rulers and of subjects ; and of course, that 
the Sabbath, if essential to the maintenance of 
this religion in vigor and purity, ought to be guar- 
ded, and cherished by the state with affectionate 
solicitude. 

If we reflect for a moment, what a vast pra. 
portion of mankind are doomed to daily labou: 
for their subsistence, we shall be sensible, that 
multitudes are necessarily deprived of all oppor- 
tunity of acquiring religious information, except 
such as the Sabbath affords. Were the Scrip- 
tures universally distributed, there would still be 
many without either ability or leisure to perusé 
them. Tosuch persons, the Sabbath brings not 
merely a respite from toil and consequently time 
for religious study and meditation, but also the 
instruction of the pulpit, and the rites and wor- 
ship of the house of God. Without a periodical 
and general cessation from labour, the public 
worship of the Deity, and the religious instruc- 
tion connected with it, would be greatly inter- 





they call in the aid of religious obligation, and 





rupted, if not wholly abandoned, The mipisters. 
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of religion could not advantageously exercise 
their functions, unless their people were permit- 
ted at stated periods to suspend their ordinary 
avocations, in order to attend their ministrations. 
Religious services if casual and precarious, would 
afford but little benefit, and be offered to but few 
auditors. Under such circumstances, the sacred 
order itself would ultimately cease to exist ; or 
it. would sustaim itself only by a usurped authority 
oter the consciences of the people. Ignorance 
of the truths of Christianity would lead to their 
perversion, and a blind and debasing superstition, 
wonld take the place of that religion which, while 
it -sanetifies the heart, enlightens the understand- 
ing. The. clergy would in time, become the sole 
depositories of religious knowledge, and would 
exercise a spiritual dominion, founded upon ig- 
norance. and superstition. If at the present day, 
we take a survey of the various churches in 
Christendom we shall find that the observation 
of the Sabbath, affords an accurate standard of 
the degree of religious truth and freedom pre- 
vailing in each; and that with the profanation of 
this day, moral obligation is relaxed, religion sinks 
into superstition and upmeaning ceremonies ; and 
the power of the priesthood rises superior to con- 
science and to reason. 

The agency of the Sabbath in preserving and 
extending the influence of religion, is not, how- 
ever the only benefit it confers upon Society. No 
political institution whatever, contributes so much 
tothe actual comfort and enjoyment of mankind ; 
and multitudes who derive no religious advan- 
tages from it, participate largely in its temporal 
blessings. 

The returning day of rest brings repose and 
quiet to thousands, who would otherwise spend 
their lives in unremitting labour. The avarice 
of the rich would extort from the necessities of 
the poor the utmost exertion of human strength 
and endurance. But the Sabbath, like an angel 
of mercy, pays its weekly visit to the children of 
poverty and of labour, suspends their toil, revives 
their exhausted strength, and cheers their droop- 
ing spirits with visions of future happiness and 
glory. 

Every occupation naturally leads to the forma- 
ation of certain habits both of mind and body, and 
when the occupation is pursued without intermis 
sion, these habits are formed, to the exclusion of 
all athers, and man is degraded into a mere ma- 
chine, and rendered unfit for the high and vari 
ous duties to which his Creator. has called him. 
But the relaxation afforded by the Sabbath, al- 
lows the bodily and mental faculties to recover 
their wonted tone and elasticity, and preserves 
them in health. and vigor. With the return of 
this season of rest, the artisan removes from his 
person the filth contracted by a week of labour, 
and from his mind, the thoughts and anxieties 
peculiar to his calling. Arrayed iv clean and de 
cent apparel, he goes forthinto the society of his 
fellow men. New ideas crowd upon his mind, 
and new scenes open to his view. If he has been 
taught to appreciate the privileges of this sacred 


day, he repairs to the house of God. There, iu the | 


perce e of Him who is no respecter of persons, 
ie-feels the natural equality of the human fami- 
ly), and rejoices in the reflection, that hawever 
hum le and obscure may be bis present Jot, he is 
the heir of a blessed and glorious immiortality— 





he listens to themes of high and eternal interest 
—he unites with his fellow-citizens of every rank, 
in the adoration of the Deity ; and returns to his 
dwelling with enlarged conceptions and elevated 
hopes. His shop and all its concerns are dismiss- 
ed from Jiis thoughts—other and delightful sub- 
jects engross his contemplation—the powers of 
his mind are called into action—and as he medi- 
tates on death, judgment, and cternity, bis heart 
swells with a sense of his own high and tmmor- 
tal destinies. He calls his offspring around him, 
and after teaching them to participate in his own 
hopes and consolations, closes the day by kneel- 
ing with them before the throne of mercy, to of- 
fer bis thanksgivings for the past, and his prayers 


for tlre future. On the morrow he returns to his ° 


work, his body invigorated by repose, and his 
mind stored with useful topics, for the exercise 
of his own faculties. Would we know, then the 
value of the Sabbath, as a civil imstitution, in 
rescuing the laborious pvor from moral and men- 
tal degradation, let us compare the picture just 
drawn, with that of a being compelled to pass his 
life within the narrow precincts of a work-house, 
and occupied only in turning a wheel, or throwing 
a shuttle. No Sabbath interrupts his labour— 
the voice of instrnction never breaks upon his 
ear—the sphere of his knowledge is bounded by 
the rules of his art—his acquaintance with man- 
kind is limited to his fellow-labourers; while his 
few and casual moments of relaxation are devo- 
ted to riot and debauchery. 

But it is not in the humble walks of life alone, 
thatthe Sabbath has a tendency to purify and 
elevate the moral and intellectual faculies of 
man. The frequent recurrence of a day devoted 
to repose and reflection, occasions a pause in the 
turmoil of worldly occupation, and arrests the at- 
tention even of those who are pressing forward in 
the pursuit of wealth, of pleasure, and of honor. 
The interruption which this day causes in our 
ordinary employments, recalls our thoughts from 
our own personal gratifications, and Jeads them 
to the contemplation of our present duties, and 
our future destinies. At such times conscience 
resumes her empire, and tke smiji smail voice of 
religion, lately drowned in the tumult of the world, 
is heard and obeyed. 

To the Sabbath may be. attributed, whatever 
degree of cleanliness is found in the lower ranks 
of Society. Incessant labor necessarily prevents 
attention fo personal appearance; and were it 
not for the rest enjoyed on the Sabbath, and for 
those habits of neatness which aie caused by its 
public assemblies, the most disgusting squalidness 
would be the inevitable lot of the iabouring portion 
of the community. It is solely owing to this in- 
stitution that our whole population now appears 
every seventh day in clean and decent clothes ; 
and this practice contributes not less te propriety 
of behaviour, than to health and comfort. The 
self respect which the circumstance of being 
well dressed naturally induces, tends to soften the 
manwvers, and suppress rudeness and indecorum. 

This sacred day, by the solemn and affecting 
duties to which itis appropriated, spreads a calm 
over the ruffled surface of society, and assuages 
the angry and selfish passion by which. it is agi- 
tated.” In the house of God, all meet,as the child- 
ren of the same Heavenly Father, and the heirs 
of the same hopes and promises. They lisieu 
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to the same instructions, unite in the same peti- 
tions, and acknowledge the same standard of faith 
and practice. A common Worship excites mutual 
synspathy and affection, and leads to an inter- 
change of kind and benevolent offices. 

The Sabbath also, frequently reunites the fami- 
ly circle which had been broken throughout the 
week. Thehusband is restored te his wife, and 
the children to their parents; and the endear- 
ments of domestic intercourse ate enjoyed in 
peace and privacy. 

In Sunday Schools, we behold a mighty en- 
cine, whose influence in promoting the virtue 
and happiness of socicty, no political economist 
is able to calculate. Tf tiie real substantial pros- 
perity of a state, is to be estimated only by the 
comfort, sobriety, and intelligence of its citizens, 
the religious education of youth is the only pe 
rennial sping of national felicity. In our own 
country alone, more than 100,000 children are 
taught in these schools the higiiest and best of 
all kuowledge—their duty to God and man. 


Were the Sabbath abolished, Sunday Schools | 


it; nor could any adequate 
Education 


would cease with 
substitute be provided in thetr room. 


may indeed be furnished at the public expense ; | 


but education, unaccompanied by a sense of 
moral obligation, instead of restraining crimes, 
would afford new facilities for their commission 
It would be difficult for any government, and im 
possible for our own to provide religious imstruc- 
tion for the young. But im Sunday Schools, this 
great and desisable object is attained, without 
the sinallest encroachment upon the rights of 
conscience, or upon the principles of our political 
institutions. In these schools, and in these alone, 
is the influence of example constantly added 
to that of precept; and religion is recommend- 
edto the youthful heart and ancerstancing, by 
the disinterested labors of pious and affectionate 
teachers. Iu these alone is the attendance of the 
children not merely voluntary bat cheerful; and 
piuuishmentis unknown as a corrective, either of 
indolence or misbehaviour. In the remarkable 
fuct, that searcely an instance has occurred, 
either in Great Britain or America, of the con- 
viction of a felon who had enjoyed the advan 
tages of a Sunday School, we find a strong and 
delightful testimony to the efficacy of this mode 
of instruction, in promoting the peace and good 
wder of society. 

Having thus briefly stated some of the promi- 
nent benefits resulting from the Sabbath, consid- 
ered merely as a civil institution, it is proper we 
should notice the objection sometimes urged 
against it, that the sespeusion of labour it occa- 
sions, impairs the resources of the state, and ag- 
gravates the poverty and distresses of the poor. 
To give weight to the first part of this objection, 
it must be proved that national happiness is al- 
ways proportionate to national wealth: and that 
a small addition to the products of a country 
conduces more to the welfare of its inhabitants, 
than the influence of morality and _ religion. 
That part of the objection which relates to the 
interests of the poor, is wholly delusive. The 
vomforts of the poor depend not on the amount 
of their labor, but on the compensation they re- 
ceive for it. The labour of one man will in this 


country command a Jarger share of the necessa- 
riés of life, than that of four men willin China, 
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An increase in the supply of any article lowers its 
value, when there is no corresponding incredse in 
the demand for it. A farmer or manufacturer 
who now einploys seven men, would were their 
labor continued on the Sabbath, require only the 
work of six men: of course he would either dis- 
miss one, or retain all at reduced wages. The 
addition of Sunday to the days of labor, could 
heve little or no effect in increasing the demand 
for labor, while it would be equivalent to an ad- 
dition to the present supply of one sixth part of 
the whole tabour of the country. The conse- 
quence of such an addition, in reducing the price 
of labor is obvious. The coffers of the rich 
might indeed be swelled; butthe poor would be 
robbed of their weekly rest. without expenencing 
the smallest mitigation of their present wants afd 
hariships. To banish from society the biess- 
ings and consolations of religion, and to doom a 
large portion of its members to unceasing toil, in 
order to argument a nation’s wealth, may be con- 
sistent with the theories of an infidel philosopay, 
which, inthe pursnit of its own phantoins, never 
stoops to notice the private and domestic enjoy- 
ments upon which it is trampling. Bat that Bemg 
whose providence is over all his works, did not 
confine the privileges of the Sabbath to the 
wealthy proprietor, afd to his sons and daugh- 
ters: but extended them to his men servauts and 
his maid servants—to bis caule, and to the stran- 
ver within his gates. 

If we have succeeded in proving that the Sab- 
bath, by preserving the knowledge and influence 
of religious truth, is essential to public virtue, 
and conducive to public order and tranquillity ; 
and that by the quiet which it aéferds, aud the 
habits which it promotes, it eularges the sum of 
human happiness, we are surely justified in main- 
taining, that it ought to be countenanced and pro- 
tected by the State. It may however be urged, 
that the Sabbath, being in its nature a- religious 
institution, is beyond the legitimate contro! of ku- 
man authority ; and that our own government, be- 
ing by the very grant of its power restricted from 
interfering with religious faith or worship, can 
teke no cognizance of this day, nor require its 
citizens to observe it. The objection arises from 
a misconception of the true grounds on which 
laws for the observance of the Sabbath ate 
founded. Mankind are subject both to divine 
and human laws, The Deity has affixed to his 
laws their own awful sanctions; and neither re- 
quires nor permits his frail and erring creatures 
10 assume the perogative of vindicating his ma- 
jesty by enforcing his commands. Bu: although 
the civil magistrate may vot sit in jodgment on 
his fellow men, for acts which he may deem dis- 
pleasing to God, he has an unquestionable right 
to transfcr to nis own code such of the divine 
laws as he may think useful to his subjects; and 
having thus made thein bis own, he may properly 
require obedience to them. Thus theft is pun- 
ished by humana laws; not because it is forbidden 
by the decalogue, but because it is opposed to the 
welfare of society. Cliristianity prohibits poly ga- 
my; but the principles of our government do 
not therefore precinde the legislature frew visit- 
ing this crime with heavy penalties. So also, if 
blasphemy be deemned injurious to society, by its 
tendency to deprave the moral sense, it may be 
punished, not as an insult to the divine majyeyf 
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but as an offence against the State. Hence like- 
wise, if a periodical cessation from labor be re- 
garded as advantageous to the general good, the 
legislature may prohibit all laborious employ- 
ments on any day they may think proper to se- 
lect. 

It is futile to argue that the legislature cannot 
possess the right we are contending for, because 
it would authorize them, under the plea of pub- 
lic utility, to require subscription to creeds, and 
conformity to particular modes of worship, Civil 
society would at once be dissolved, if no power 
were delegated, except with a guarantee against 
its abuse. Political as well as religious rights 
have often been violated under pretence of the 
public good ; and yet, even in the most popular 
governments, the legislative power is necessarily 
unlimited, except by a few constitutional restric- 
tions.. Few rights are in general more dear to 
mankind than those of property ; and yet no go- 
vernment is restrained from taxing its subjects a! 
discretion, threugh fear that the power might be 
wantonly exercised. Jt cannot be necessary to 
prove, that no law incompatible with religious 
freedom will ever be passed, before we can esta 
blish the right of the legislature to protect the 
Sabbath from profanation—it is sufficient, if we 
prove, that the exercise of this right advances the 
welfare of all, without trespassing upon the just 
prerogative of any. : | 

Liberty of conscience consists in the free exer- 
cise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship, so far as may not be inconsistent with the 
ponte safety and tranquillity, and while this 
liberty is enjoyed, no religious right can be im 
paired. Should the legislature, for the purpose 
of cherishing and perpetuating a reverence for 
our republican institutions, forbid all laborious em- 
ployments on the anniversary of our national 
independence, they would not certainly be guilty 
of violating the religious rights of the communi- 
ty: neither are they guilty of such a violation, 
when, in the exercise of a sound discretion, they 
enact laws for the observance of the Sabbath. 
These laws do not presume to regulate the in- 
tercourse between man and his Creator ; nor to 
prescribe the duties to which the Sabbath is to be 
devoted; but they merely suspend on this day 
the ordinary occupations and public amusements 
of society. This suspension, while it can offend 
the consciences of none, is imperatively demand. 
ed by the religious faith of the great mass of the 
population. Christianity is in fact, if not in law, 
the religion of our country; and its professors 
believe it to be their duty to abstain on this day 
from all secular employments. If therefore the 
laws did not recognize the Sabbath, the Chris- 
tian might be required to spend it in the halls of 
legislation, in courts of justice, in repairing high- 
ways, and in various other avocations of public 
duty. 

The rights of conscience being sacred and in- 
violable, it is the duty of a legislator, not merely 
to respect them himself, but to protect them from 
invasion by others. Did the laws permit the or 
dinary business of life to be transacted on the 
Sabbath, the dependent poor would in a thousand 
instances be compelled to sacrifice either their 
consciences or their livelihood to the cupidity of 
their employers. In vain would the labourer, the 
apprentice, or the slave, ask from a heartless 
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master, that repose which is at once his right 
and his duty. The request would be answered 
by ridicule and reproaches, while punishment or 
dismission from his employment would be the lot 
of him who should dare to respect the command 
of his Maker more than that of his fellow mor- 
tal. 

The welfare and happiness of society, no less 
than the rights of conscience, render it incum- 
bent on the government to enforce the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath. A lega} permission to se- 
cularize this day would be its virtual abrogation, 
and a rejection of all its proffered blessings. ‘The 
thirst for gain woald trinmph over religious sen- 
tment, and public opinion would yield to the 
force of example. The influence of seligion 
would decline, as the occupations of the world 
encroached upon the time allotted to ber service ; 
and before long the Sabbath would cease to be 
distinguished from ordinary days, or distingnish- 
ed only asa season of revelry and licentiousness, 
The labour of the poor would be uoremitied, 
while, its diminished valne would aggravate their 
distresses. Deprived of the knowledge, they 
would cease to feel either the restraints or the 
consolations of religion; and alike debased and 
depraved, they would be wretched themselves, 
and dangereus to social order. The rich and 
enlightened, no longer controlled by the benevo- 
lent precepts of Christinnity, would pursve their 
own vicious and selfish gratifications, regardless 
of the rights and happiness of their fellow men. 
Infidelity and -corruption would gradually per- 
vade every class, and our mild and free institu- 
tions, no longer supported and strengthened by 
the moral sense of the community, would be found 
incompetent to the protection of property or life, 
and would ultimately give place to a government 
of foree and terror, - 

The voice of history, and ovr own observation, 
teach us, that in every age, and under every 
form of government, the degree of justice, sequri- 
ty, and liberty enjoyed by the subject, is in pro- 
portion to the virtue of the people. Christianity 
is in its very nature hostile to oppression and per- 
secution, and to every violation of the rights of 
man. This religion is the trne and only genius 
of universal emancipation; and wherever it’ is 
professed in its purity, it proclaims “ liberty to 
the captive, and the opening of the prison tothem 
that are bound.” Popular institutions, however 
wisely contrived and balanced, will ever be sub- 
verted when assailed by the intrigues of ambi- 
tion, the corruption of wealth, and the madue-s 
of passion, if not protected by religious senti- 
ment. In vain shall we be referred to the fee 
states of antiquity, as evidence, that liberty and 
morality are not inseparably connected. The 
downfall of these states, was in every instance 
preceded by the prevalence of luxury and licen- 
tiousness ; and even in the fairest periods of their 
history, but little regard was shown for human 
life and happiness. The boasted republics of 
Greece and Rome afforded less personal security 
to their citizens, than is now enjoyed under the 
most absolute government in Christendom. But 
why resort to the experience of past ages, when 
our own is pregnant with instruction? We are 
ourselyes familiar with a republic which prohibit- 
ed the observance of the Sabbath, proclaimed 
Christianity an imposture, and decreed that 
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there was no life beyond the grave. We have 
beheld the French peuple, bursting with convul- 
sive strength every moral and political restraint, 
and prostrating at once the altar and the throne. 
We have witnessed their tremendous efforts, to 
eradicate from their soil every vestige of mon- 
archy and of religion ; tearing from the temb the 
remains of their kings, and defiling in Ahe dust 
the volume of inspiration. And did they thus 
rear an enduring fabric of civil and religious 
liberty? Were tyranny and priesteraft forever 
banished from their land? Did the time redeem- 
ed from the service of God, augment the pro- 
ductive industry of the nation ? Did the maxims 
of infidelity, substituted for the precepts of the 
Bible, lead to social order and individual happi- 
ness? Alas! the same generation which wit- 
nessed the birth of the terrible republic, beheld 
also its dying agonies. Gorged with blood, and 
exhausted by crime, the French nation offered to 
the world the unparalleled spectacle of a whole 
people, surrendering by their own suffrages, ali 
their dear bought liberties into the hands of one 
man; rejoicing in the despotism that rescued 
them frou the horrors of an impious anarchy ; 
and thankfully exchanging the bloody and abom- 


inable rites of atheism, for the empty pageantry of 


an intolerant and superstitious church. 

Let us learn wisdom from the experience of the 
past. Let us cherish and revere the Sabbath, 
as the great instrument provided by a beneficent 
Creator, for promoting the presert and eternal 
welfare of his children. As we love our country, 
and seek her glory and prosperity, iet us conform 
to her institutions, as far as we are able, to the 
injunctions of Him, who is abundant in wisdom, 
and goodness, and truth, and who bas declared, 
“ifthou turn away thy foot frem the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and 
eall the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord 
honorable ; not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, or speaking thine own vords, 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, and 1 
wilk cause thee to ride upon the high places of the 


earth.” 
ES 


ON CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP: 


Man is a social being naturally ; and when Di- 
vine grace has touched his heart, the affections 
expand rather than become contracted: he may, 
itis true, be drawn into closer union with some 
of his feliow-Christians, but his heart will beat 
with love towards the whole human race, and 
wherever av opportunity offers of making known 
to his fellow-sinners the salvation he has found 
through Christ Jesus, it will be cheerfully embra- 
ced. Some will tell us, that in many instances, 
however, even Christian friendship has its snares ; 
and this we must admit; for, in this imperfect 
state of existenee, the wisest and holiest are liable 
to err, and the object of this short essay is to point 
out an error, but too common to many young 
Christians, particularly those of an ardent, atfec- 
tionate disposition: and this we shall endeavour 
to do by delineating two different characters tra 
velling the same road, and having the same eud 
in view, and that a most important oue—even the 
salvation of their souls. 

One Christian will set forward on his journey, 
and, ere ‘he is very far advanced, a fellow-pilgrim 
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may have arrested his attention, and so far enga- 
ged his affections, 2< to leave little room for the 
exercise of sympathy and kindness towards his 
fellow-travellers around him. With the object of 
his peculiar regard he takes sweet counsel: they 
walk to the house of Ged in company, they con- 
verse together upon the good things of the heav- 
enly kingdom, to which they are hastening; and, 
it may be, they are a mutual help to each other 
on their way thither; but, being wholly absorbed 
in each other’s society and affections, they feel 
little inclination to stretch forth a helping hand to 
those on the right hand or the left. Many are 
travelling the same rugged path with themselves, 
who yet share not their sympathy, joy, or sorrows, 
A pious friend or relative may be within reach, to 
claim their notice and regard, but one object alone 
seems to be thought of and sought after. 

At a little distance further off, another pilgrim 
is on the road to the heavenly city. He gathers 
a little circle around him, and to all within his 
reach he gives the right hand of fellowship, en- 
couraging some and exhorting others. Like a 
kind and gentle shepherd, whose chief care is di- 
rected to the tender lambs of the fold, and those 
wiih young, he is more particularly attentive to 
his weaker brethren, Those. who are best able 
‘co walk alone he Jeaves more to themselves, di- 
recting them, as they go forward, to have their 
eve steadily fixed on the Captain of their salva- 
tion, by whom alone they are enabled to proceed 
ov their journey. He, as well.as they are looking 
toHim. And while thus pursuing his course, first 
fone and another companion occupies his care.— 
His affections, as he goes forward, expand. He 
sees some that te never got a glimpse of before: 
to them his sympathy and Christian love extend ; 
they are refreshed by his conversation, by his ex- 
perience in Divine things. They talk by the way 
of all that the Lord Jesus has done for their souls, 
of his merciful care over thein in this wilderness, 
the dangers they have been preserved froin, the 
trials they have been supported under, and the 
deliverance manifestly wrought out forthem. By 
their mutual faith each is strengthened : they pray 
together; they lift up the vuice of praise and 
thanksgiving together. And while thus employed, 
each is looking after some younger Christians, 
some that are wandering farther off: their lan- 
guage to such is, * Come with us, for we wil! do 
thee good.” Thus has the Lord constantly sucl 
work for his children: they are directed to one 
and another, and are thus made the instrument: 
of leading them to Christ. There is a striking 
illustration of this subject recorded in the 8th 
chapter of Acts, with respect to the Ethiopian Eu 
nuch. After Philip had preached unto him Jesus, 
and he was baptised, the Spirit of the Lord catght 
away Philip, that the Eunuch saw him no more. 
After delivering this message, the Lord had other 
work for his servant to do, and we read that he 
was found at Azotus. And thus we often find, 
that as the Christian pursues his course wherever 
the leadings of Divine Providence open his way, 
he forms new connexions; but it is only with a 
view to the good of souls, it is only for an oppor 
tunity of winning the hearts of his fellow-sinners 
to love and fear the Saviour, and to arge them, 
in His strength, to come out from an ungodiy 
world, and to be not almost, but altogether, Chris- 





tians. This is his constant. aim wile sojourning 
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here: he must be about his Heavenly Father’s bu- 
siness ; his meat is to do the will of God, 

From what has been here stated we are not to 
infer that every one is justified in interfering with 
the work and calling of Ministers; they are espe- 
cially appointed to preach the Gospel; but every 
private Christian has likewise a spiritual calling ; 
he may be the herald of salvation to some of his 
relatives and friends. His one talent is not to be 
laid up in a napkin; various are the cuties which 
he hasto perform. He is not to loiter on the road 
himself, vor to hinder the usefulness of others ; 
each labourer bas his appointed work ; and when 
his Lord comes he will have to render an account 
of his stewardship. Neither is it to be inferred, 
from the delineation of the former eharacter, that 
any redection is cast on particular Christian friend- 

vp. ‘Phere are many reasons why the heart may 

‘ivawn more towards one individual than ano 
or Lord himself sanctioned this peculiar 

os his affection for John, who leaned upon 

om at table, and was called the beloved di 

If tounded on right principles, it will be 

ervient to our best interests. At the same 
tune, let us be on our guard, lest it should degeo- 
erate into a selfish attachment, and absorb too 
much of our tune and attention ; lest it should in- 
terfere with relative ties, and in any degree weak- 
en tkrat close bond of union which should subsist 
between the members of one family ; and, in short, 
lest it should so far confine and contract our aifec- 
tions and interests, as to hinder our usefulness in 
the cause of our Redeemer, There is much of 
human infirmity m our nature, even in a state oO! 
grace ; many things may be lawful which are not 
expedient; human influence and entanglements 
should be regarded with a jealous eye ; what is re- 
ally good in itsell, may, by our sinful natare, be 
perverted ; we are all too prone to human attach- 
mpents, and to place our happiness in created good, 
rather than to seek it in God ; we hew out broken 
Cisterns, which can hold no water; we lean on 
props which are continually giving way. Be as 
sured that eac': will find, by their own experience, 


there is no foundation for real, solid happiness, 


but in Christ Jesus ; He is the friend who sticketh 
closer than a brother; there is no fear of idolizing 
Him, for He is worthy of our warmest regard, of our 
hearts’ best affections. There is no danger of ex- 
treme here; but not so with earthly attachments ; 
they often come betwixt us and our God; these 
draw a veil over our Heavenly Father’s face ; and 
it is worthy of notice, that the Apostle John, whose 
Epistles were written under the influence of a pe-| 
culiarly loving spirit, closes one of them with these 
words, as if to add a special caution to the children 
of God: “ Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols.” — Lon. Ch. Guardian. : 


THE TWO CHURCHES—A Contrast. 


There are two churches—both in our own State 
of New-Jersey, both belonging to the same deno- 
mination, and both possessing the same temporal 
advantages, which | wish briefly to describe. 

In the one, the Pastor beloved and confided in. 
i seen in a course of diligent and steady labour, 
on the most Scriptural plan—preaching in public 
with simplicity, and plainness, and great earnest- 
ness, always with the evident design of stim- 








‘tlating Christians to higher degrees of obedience, 
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and of awakening more sinners to a sense of their 
danger, and ‘shutting them up to the faith; in 
private pressing the Gospel call and offer on all 


within his reach, and employing every device to: 


keep up the work of grace among the people. 

In the other there is no Pastor atall. The late 
preacher was sometime.ago Called to a mere con- 
spicuous situation, and he as usual ebeyed. In 
the kindness of Providence they have had severab 
skilful and devoted men offered to their accept- 
ance ; but it is nota Pastor properly speaking they 
desire. Some wish merely an eloquent orator ; 
others a respectable man of talents, who shall ap- 
pear well in the Church, and among bis brethen, 
and minister the word and sacraments ‘ decently 
and in order.” Fora year or two they have got 
along with presbyterial and casual supplies, aud 
have had fifty or an hundred ministers to preach 
to them, in the manner as applicable to their wants, 
and with as much earnestness, as ministers un ler 
such circumstances usually preach: And so ase 
they likely to remain. 

In the one, the Elders are of ‘like minds’ with 
their Pastor. They understand themselves to be 
spiritual officers; and are seen in active co-ope- 
ration with him. With deep intentness and soli- 
citude do they listen to the warnings and invita- 
tions he proclaims from the pulpit ; and habitual- 
ly endeavour to enturce the same in private. A 
spiritual atwwosphere is breathed wherever they go. 
Though men of business and affairs, their hearts 
are on high: and they manage to give portions of 
the week as well as of the Sabbath to the work of 
prayer, and the active service of the Gospel. 

In the other, the Elders are not of one mind, 
even among themselves. Witb spiritual affairs 
they intesmeddle not ; except to give thetr vote in 
admitting members, and to serve at the sacramen- 
tal table. No efforts among sinners, 10 ex horta- 
tions even to their brethren. * All that is the min- 
ister’s work.’ They have but little other business; 
bat even in the transaction of that, opposite senti- 
ments arise, jealousies break in, and alienation of 
feeling—and harmouy as weil as energy of action 
is destroyed. . 

In the one, the people—but who cannot antici- 
pate all I have to describe ?—The members of the 
church show a personal enjoyment and general in- 
terest in all that’s going on. The work of grace 
among them manifests itself in their ordinary ta- 
tercourse. Face brightens face as they meet; 
there is an unwonted feeling in the pressure of the 
hand. Frivolity is banished from the social cir- 
cles ; while cheerfulness remains, and is even live- 
lier and more constant. Youth puts away its levity 
and assumes a simple dignity, which sits naturally 
upon i, in the eye of all that understand the cause, 
Soft gravity, and mild and tender seriousness in- 
form the general manners. Business and common 
affairs may be chatted about as usual, in some 
degree: but the transition to higher things is al- 
ways easy, and the opportunity for it eagerly sei- 
zed. Inthe mention of temporal matters, neigh- 
bourly solicyude and friendly interest in each 
others’ concerns is ever manifest. 

Then in their intercourse with others, the tongues 
of nearly all are lossed.— Who shall bring his chil- 
dren to the knowledge of the Gospel ? Who shall 
draw in his neighbour to the kingdom of Heaven ? 
That isthe aim. Do they meet with one who is 
full of complaints and troubles about his affairs, 
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they listen with kind attention, and resolve to do 
whatthey can for him, but you hear this among: 
their talk—* But my dear friend, you have a much 
more serious concern than that to settle—your 
peace with God, the security of your eternal wel- 
fare.’ Is another telling of his prosperous specu- 
lations—‘ well all this is good enough in its place, 
bat how long will it serve you? Suppose now you 
turn your thoughts towards getting some of that 
treasure which will not fail!’ Is a third exulting 
in some temporal enjoyment—‘ well my dear fel- 
low, I'l cell you what—you know nothing of pleas 
ure; “tis a Geeting plantom you are embracing: 
here PH show you the substance in the Gospel of 
Jesus.’ 

But I fear to linger in this part of the account. 
There then are the serious faces, and auxious looks 
among the lately careless and profane—there’s the 
crowded Church, on week day as well as Sabbath 
—there are the meetings for conversation with the 
pastor and elders, steacily aitended by numbers, 
and especially by the precious youth, the green 
hope of the church and of the country—and there 
are their communion seasons, when the successive 
converts appear for the first time before the eye of 
all, known to have been sifted and tried with all 
the skill that experienced pastoral care can use, 
and with many prayers of tie eldership, and ad- 
mitted with deliberation and caution; and so tur- 
nishing good occasion for all to rejoice over them, 
though still ‘ with trembling,’ yet ‘ with exceeding 
joy.’ 

In the other church—can any one bear to con 
template it! How true is it that religion brightens 
the path even of this life! Here there is scarcely 
any even of social enjoyment. A few rich pro- 
fessors indeed who have leisure frequently meet— 
they give each other parties, and have ticir pleas 
ures together. But what pleasures? Such as train 
them for Heavenly enjoyments—Or the service of 
the Lord below? They ask a blessing at the di- 
ning table, and peihaps over the tea-watter; and 
there’s the end of it. A little talk perhaps about 
the vacant pulpit, or the last supply, or ‘ who is to 
be with us next Sabbath,’ &c. may come in some- 
limes :—But what more ? 

And then as to the great body of the members— 
they have neither time or means for such pleas- 
ures. ‘ They are tull of domestic affairs, and * the 
cares cf this life’—no leisure to greet cach other’s 
dwellings. A littl talk in the stret, or at the 
shop, or the store door, is about all they have ; and 
that—what can it be wit!: people ridden by earth- 
ly anxieties, and secular toils, who will not drink 
in daily that divine consolation and strength which 
can only make such burdens sit lightly on us? Ok 
no—no Christran intercourse, no living commu- 
nion there! Aod what of general interest can 
animate them—what’s going on in the church 
here? Nothing. All is stagnation! What can 
those fiying sermons of the Sabbath be expected 
to do —written for some other people, perhaps in 
a far different case, or perhaps for no people at ali 
—but as a mere exercise in composition; and 
preached it may be so often before, that the 
preacher is sick of the thing himself, and feels 
himself a mere actor in the pulpit? Can means 
like these be expected to shake sinners’ dead 
consciences and touch their hard hearts? Can it 
be dreained that the Most High should bless the 
substitution of so paltry a process in the place of 





Prayer no certain evidence of Grace. 
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that which he has appointed? ‘There is a sight 
then to wake us from our dreams. There are the 
huudreds of jeopardized creatures sitting under 
these ministrations month after month, and year 
after year; and there are no anxious faces, no in- 
quiring looks, no voices asking for the way of sal- 
vation—All is still—still as death—Oh is it not 
death itself! I forbearto goon. Tis needless 
to describe the sacramental seasons here. I am 
telling of a Contrast :—let them be imagined. 

There is but one more point of it which I would 
present. In the one church every member is anx- 
ious to Know where to fall into the ranks of active 
exertion, and diligent at his post; and all ready to 
obey the public calls of Christian dary. ‘Who'll 
teach this Sabbath School, ani who'll superiotend 
it? * Who'll mavage the Trvct Society 2? * Who'll 
fillup the vacancy in the Bible Board 2? No dif- 
ficulty at all! Enough to be proposed; and none 
inclmed to withhold themselves when brought for- 
ward. Few small excuses about ‘family avoca- 
tions rencering it thpos-ibie,’ or false pretences of 
thinking others ‘ betier fitted for the office.’ Is it 
the general voice ; or tite suggestion of those who 
have ability and authority to jadge and nominate ? 
This is the question. Then it is the cal! of Pro- 
vidence ; and it is obeyed —modestly perhaps and 
sometimes fearfully—but it is obeyed. And then 
as to the pecuniary contributions toward ail these 
great objects, if they are far short of what they 
inight be and should be, still they are such as may 
be mentioned without making a Christian blush. 
No Lenevolent institution, at any rate, is put ata 
dead stand through the want of means. All go 
on more of Jess-prosperously, in this respect; and 
whether it be for the saving men’s souls and the 
spreading God's glory, at home, or abroad, it isa 
plea that always takes and tells, aud draws forth 
means effectually. 

Iu the other church—will it not suffice to say, 
all is otherwise 2? There have been several of the 
institutions of the day got up. That, with the in- 
fluence of their novelty, and of the fashion there is 
i these as in other things, could hardly be avoid- 
ed. Butin what state are they seen? ‘You have 
a dense pojnilation about your church,’ observes 
the christian stranger, ‘and plenty of ragged chil- 
dren; I suppose you have a large Sabbath School.’ 
‘Ves we might have ; but it’s difficult to get teach- 
ers.” ‘What, have you jo teachers” Why, 
there’s one young man and two young ladies, who, 
&c....° Asto Missionary Societies here are none. 
There has been a Tract Society, and it still exists 
—that is, the persons who were appointed Mana- 
agers, and acted as such for a while, are still alive. 
As to the great cause of the Bible Society—buat I 
forbear. ‘This Contrast, it has edified me to con- 
template. It may edify others. ; 

[Princeton Jour.) AN OBSERVER. 





FROM THE RECORDER 


PRAYER NO CERTAIN EVIDENCE OF GRACF. 


AND TELEGRAPH. 





( Concluded from pre 401.) 


The pious Bunyan in his “Law and Grace or 
Two Covenant’s,” is very clear on this subject. 
He says, “There are many poor souls in these 
days, who think that they must ke saved by the 
Saviour; and yet think there is something for 
them te do; something to be done on their parts, 
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for the obtaining of the good will of the Saviour ; 
as their humiliation for sin, their turning from the 
saine, their promises and vows and resolutions to 
become new men, join in church-fellowship, and 
what not; and thus, bringing this along with them, 
asa means of helping them, they fall short pf eter- 
nal salvation. Aud let me tell you, that’ this is 
such a hard thing to beat men off of, that though 
Paul himself did take the work in hand, he found 
enough to do touching it. How he labours in the 
ten first chapters of his epistle to the Romans, for 
the establishing of those who did even piofess large- 
ly in the doctrines of grace: and also in his epistle 
to the Galatians: and yet lost many, do what he 
could. If you come among some professors of re- 
ligion, you will find them busy, and ripe, able to 
hold you on a very large discourse in several points 
of that glorious gospel; but you may come to this 
same people, and ask them concerning heart-work, 
or what work the gospel hath wrought on them, 
and what experience they have bad of its sweet 
influences amd virtues on their souls and conscien- 
ces, and it may be they will give vou such answer 
as this :—‘ I do find by the preaching thereof, that 
I am changed, and al-o have learned to distinguish 
between the law and gospel; so that for the one, 
that is for the gospel, [ can plead and show the 
weakness of the other.” And thus far they may go, 
which is not enough:to prove them under the cov- 
enant of grace, though they may bave their tongues 
largly dipt with the same. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, ldo not speak these things 
from a mere cursory view of the subject, nor to 
condemn any who profess to follow the meek and 
lowly Jesus; but I fec} it to be not only of immense 
importance to us, but of invalnable interest to all 
our churches: and | confidently hope, that my 
remarks will call forth the energies of some of 
your able correspondents: TP want the subject fully 
investigated ; for we are all bound to eternity and 
must shortly appear before the bar of our Judge, 
and it becomes us to know on what ground we are 
resting our eternal all. - For myself, I care not 
how deeply any one examines me; for if my fel- 
low worms can tear away my hope, what shall I 
do at the judgment-seat? But as to those Chris- 
tians of which | have been speaking. yon cannot 
touch them quicker, than by doubting their sincer- 
ity, or by pleading grace, and nothing but grace,— 
that Christ has accomplished the work for us,— 
that he has opened a new and living way,—that 
we are to depend solely on what he has doue,— 
that “ by his stripes we are healed,”’—and that by 
his blood we are entirely freed from the curse of 
the law, he “being made a curse for us.” And 
they wil bring the very same objection that men 
did in Mr. Bunyan’s day, viz. “ifthis doctrine be 
true, it is no matter what you do, after you are a 
Christian.” Bot does a Christian wish to crucify 
the Lord «rain? Does he, whose body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost, wish to grieve-that spirit, by 
turning te the begearly elements of this world ? 
is it not his daily prayer, “ Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts ; 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting.” Mr, Bunyan replies 

jéction, “that he would look no farther 
te for hell, than one who could make 
> grace of God.” 






[Dec. 


“ First make the tree good,” and then the fruit as a 
matter of course will be good. But to first make 
the fruit good, as many do at the present day, is 
like beginning to build a house at top, and contin- 
uing downwards until they get tothe bottom. Or 
rather, you must work, and work, and after a while 
you will get a fonndation—without ever thinking 
of building upon the “ chief corner-stone,” the 
“ Rock of Ages,” which cannot, be moved. 

If, Messrs. Editors, l am wrong in these remarks, 
[ wish to be set right. Iam but a plain sort of a 
person, and but little used to writing for the public 
print ;—yet under a sense of the obligations I owe 
to my Saviour, the great head of the church, and 
the moral desolations which are laying waste the 
most beautiful parts of our Zion, I cannot hold my 
peace. And I would wish that every minister of 
Jesus Christ, that shall chance to cast his eye over 
these lines, may remensber, that while they sleep, 
the enemy is sowing tares among the wheat. And 
[ pray that this subject may be duly considered by 
professors of religion in general, before it be for- 
ever too Jate,—too late. 

AN UNWORTHY BROTHER. 
i 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 

NEW-HAVEN, Decemeprr 3, 1825. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. - 


The Revival at Machias, (Maine,) which has been 
mentioned before, is still continued, and we learn from 
letters recently received in this city, that hopes are enter- 
tained that upwards of 70 have experienced that new 
birth, without which, our Saviour says, a man cannot 
see the kingdom of God. 





Middlebury College —The following is a Postscript to a 
letier received the present week from a friend in Middle- 
bury, Vermont. 

"The work of the Lord in this town, and in the Col- 
lege, we trust, is still progressing. About fifteen in Col- 
lege, and from 15 to 20 inthe town, we hope have been 
brought into the liberty of the Gospel.” 


Extract of a Lelter from a Student dated 
Middlebury College, Oct. 27, 1825, 


* Dear Sir,—l hardly know how to begin to 
tell you what the Lord is doing for us in this Insti- 
iution. Oh, Sir, the displays of divine mercy in 
college, within the space of two weeks, have ex- 
ceeded all that the mos’ faithful and sanguine 
Christians could have expected, 

“} shall not try to describe this merciful visita- 
tion, for I could not, were I ever so capable of wri- 
ting. If you have ever been in a revival of reli- 
gion, you can form some idea of this; though a 
revivalin a public institution, you are aware, is 
much more important (as far as its effects are con- 
sidered) than any which occur in churches. Some 
of the students, who a few cays since were scoff- 
ing at the pious part of the college and ridiculing 
their zeal, are now under deep conviction, “ seek- 
ing rest and finding none ;” and some, I cannot 
say it without gratitude, are rejoicing in the for- 
giving mercy of God ; nine, we have every reason 
to believe, have passed from death unto life. They 
so far give the brightest evidence of having been 





, itors, [ care not how many good works 
if he will but first get his heart right. 





has, 


born again, and we have no doubt, through the 
mercy of God, of their being kept by his power 
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through faith unto salvation. What is remarkable 
(though I have been told it frequently occurs) these 
nine were among the most callous in college, and 
would have been considered the most unlikely to 
become subjects of grace. I have been taughr, 
Sir, by actual examples, not to limit the grace of 
God, and have resolved while these have been be- 
fore me, not to consider the most vile wretch be- 
vond the reach of mercy. The work (Laus Deo) 
is still progressing with increasing interest ; in- 
deed there are a very few who obstinately resist 
the strivings of the Spirit. To-day one hard- 
hearted sinner, who heretofore had shown the 
most inveterate hatred against every ove who at- 
tempted to warn him of his danger, went into the 
room of a pious sttident who had been faithful to 
him, and requested him with deep anxicty to pray 
jor him. Similar cases have been frequent. 

“ The village is now evidently partaking of the 
blessing. Last eveniag a conference was held in 
the vestry of the Congregational Meeting-honse, 
exclusively for young persons. It was with diffi- 
culty the house held the congregation. 

“The Spirit of God seemed to be present. We 
have since heard that several went home deeply 
impressed. Our congregation are not altogether 
imsensible ; a devoted Episcopal brother (the only 
one I have in college) and I have met the com- 
municants twice, and found the state of feeling. 
very favourable. Oh Sir, we feel the need of 
much grace and wisdom. Mr. S$. has just return- 
ed with the Bishop from the worth. Very few 
have kept near the foot of the cross; we see our 
wanderings and hope by the blessing of God, to 
arise and work while the day lasts. Never, since 
] could hope in the mercy of God, have I felt so 
deeply the great importance of being engaged in 
the service of God. With the displays of divine 
grace before me, [ think [ can never relax my 
efforts to promote the salvation of souls. Ina 
season like this, it is natural to feel more devoted, 
but itis my unceasing prayer that I may never 
again live as I have. Oh Sir, nothing but real 
devotion to the great cause, can afford the soul of 
a Christian true satisfaction. 

While the pleasure of the Lord is prospering in 
your hands, I hope you will not cease praying for 
us here. FE cannot tell you all the Lord is doing 
for us. Since I commenced this letter, a friend 
and classmate of nine, son of one of the richest 
men in Albany, has obtained a hope, after having 
been under deep conviction two weeks. Oh Sir, 
pray for us, 


* 31st. Thirteen are now rejoiving in the hope | 


of everlasting life. Four are anxious; the feeling 

is deep in the village ; while sinners are mourning, 

Christians are praying. We do little else in col 

lege than praise and pray.”—Phil. Rec. 
REVIVAL IN VERNON. 

A letter to the Editors of the Recorder and Tel. 
egraph, dated Madison, N. Y. Nov. 14th, says, 
“A powerful revival of religion is now enjoyed a: 
Vernon, in this vicinity. It has been progressing 
rapidly for some weeks. Many are already num- 
bered among its precious fruits.—In Mr. Latham’s 
parish in Hamilton, there are also some very en- 
couraging appearances. Several are deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of their guilt and danger as 
sinners. Christians seem to be awaking, and to 


Proposed Tract for the Rich.—Death of Com. M’ Donough. 
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pray most fervently for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. A few only liave yet been made the sub- 
jects of grace.—I hope a cloud is gathering over 
us, which will ere long pour down a shower of 
spiritual blessings.” 


Missionaries in Burmah.—Great concern has 
been felt by the numerous friends of the missiona- 
riés in Burmah, for many months past, as their 
situation was known to be precarious in conse- 
quence of the war. We now learn, however, that 
letters have been received from India, via. Eng- 
land, stating that the Rev. Mr. Judson, and the 
other missionaries were released from their im- 
prisonment among the natives, in Aprilor May 
last, and that Mr. J. was emploved bythe Burmese 
to imercede with the British for a peace. 

|W. Y. Spectator. 





_ Princeton Theological Seminary.—The Winter 
Session of the Theological Seminary, in this place, 
was opened on Thursday the loth inst. The num- 


ber of new students added, we learn, is rather great- ° 


er than usnal; so that the whole number, for the 
ensuing year, is likely to be considerably above one 
hundred.— P. Journal. 


PROPOSED TRACT FOR THF RICH. 


The committee of the American Tract Society, 
have received a donation of fifty dollars, to be 
awarded to the writer of the best Tract, in the 
opinion of the Publishing Committee, which shall 
be presented previous to the first day of January 
next, On the duty of professors of Religion, espe- 
cially those who have wealth, to consecrate their 
property to the spread of the Gospel. 

“The thought,” savs the donor, “rests with 
weight upon my mind, that in making a profession 
of religion, we consecrate our properly, as well as 
ourselves, to the service of Govt. Yet are not ma- 
ny guilty of the sin which was visited with such 
signal vengeance upon Ananias aint Sapphira, of 
keeping back a part of what they have devoted to 
the Lord? [I tremble especially for the wealthy 
professor, lest to very many such the saying of our 
Lord should be verified, that “ It 1s easier for a 
camel to co through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” 
Cannot something be published in the inviting 
form of a tract, that shall bring home to the con- 
sciences of professors of religion these solemn 
truths ?” 

Communications should be addressed to Mr. 
Wm. A. Hallock, Corresponding Secretary of the 
en Tract Soctety, No. 3, Cedar-street New- 

ork. 


DEATH OF COMMODORE M'DONOUGH. 


The present month, says the N. Y. Spectator, 
which has been with us a scason of continued fes- 
tivity, is about to close with a great national cala- 
mity—exemplifying the oncertain tenure by which 
all earthly joys ave held, and presenting on the 
public horizon, 

* A cloud, which las no business there, 
Wheo earth is glad, and skies are fair. 

The gallant and accomplished M’Donoven, 
the heto of Champlain, the pride and bope of bis 
country, has fallen beneath the merciless grasp of 
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the King of Terrors. Consumption, that univer- 
sal and irresistible destroyer, has triumphed over 
the brave, and good, making nought, the bravery 
of the hero, but we trust perfecting and rewarding 
the eminent virtue, of the man and the christian. 
Forced by continued ill health to resign the com- 
mand of the frigate Constitution, he einbarked on 
board the brig Edgar, at Gibraltar,-on the 24th of 
Oct. for the United States—and on the 10th of 
Nov. on the ocean, far from the dear land which 
he so loved, and for which he had done so much 
and so nobly, yielded up his breath, leaving his 
body to lis native earth, and the glory of his name 
an. imperishable legacy to his country. The Ed 
gar arrived off New-York on Tuesday last, but 
was blown ‘off, and put into the Capes of the Del- 
aware. 

The Commodore has left five children— four 
sons and a daughter. Ilis wife died a few months 
since, at Middletown, Con. 

* ‘There is a tear for all who die, 

A mourner o'er the humblest grave ; 
But nations swell the foneral erv, 

Aad trumph weeps above the brave !” 

His remains were brought to New-York from Phita- 
delphia, and from thence taken to Middletown, for inter- 
ment. Whenthe corpse arrived in New-York, the May- 
or of the City immediately directed an extra mecting of 
the Common Council, When they were convened, the 
following resolutions were adopted. 


Resolred, That the Mavor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the city of New-York, in unison 
with the feelings of the nation, deeply mourn the 
toss of Commodore Mac Donough. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dunscomb, Aldermen 
Cowdrey, King, Taylor, and Reed, be a committee 
to make the necessary arrangements to pay that 
tribute to his memory, to which his worth and great 
national services are justly entitled. r 

Resolved, That the National Standard be dis- 
played upon the City Hall, at half mast, and that 
it is hereby recommended to the Captains of vés- 
sels in this harbor, to display their colors half mast 
on the day of the procession, which shall be an- 
nounced by the Committee through the city pa- 
pers. 

Resolved, That Major General Morton be re- 
quested to furnish a sufficient number of troops to 
peiform the military hovors to the remains of the 
hero of Champtain, 

Before the question was taken, the Recorder re- 
anatked, that a connexion of the deceased Com- 
modore was in the ciiy, and he understuod that it 
was expected the steam boat which is to convey 
his remains to the family burial place in Middle- 
cown, will not depart hence antil Thursday. 

The :esolutions were unanimously adopted, and 
the Board then adjourned. 


TOM ROBERTS THE LEARNED COBBLER. 


A litle Tract with the above title, has been published 
‘© England. It represents a common aud mischievous 
ebatacter; viz. a man that has ubiained a smattering of 


natural philosophy, whe has also been led to adopt infidel 
potions, 


“Fle was very skilful in disputation; and if at 
any time the argument was likely to go against 
him, his way was to begin hammering a shoe- sole 
with such industry and noise, that all further rea- 


learned Cobbler. [Dec, 


soning wasin vain. In this manner he had silen- 
ced many a keen opponent, and had acquired the 
character of a disputant whom few people cared 
to meddle with.” 

This wretched character is ably contrasted with 
a respectable weaver, who possesses good general 
information, and has also been enabled to place 
his reliance on the ground of hope set forth in the 
Scriptures. In conversation with him, Roberts 
attacks the Bible, because the miracles recorded 
therein are, as he expresses it, “ contrary to the es- 
tablished order of nature ;” and says, 

“*For my part, I think the laws of natue are 
fixed and determined ; we never knew any of them 
altered ; aud it is more probable that men should 
impose upon us, than that such a thing should be. 
Probability is against it, Mr. Thomson ; it is quite 
unphilosophical; I never can believe any thing 
that is contrary toexperience. The laws of nature, 
my geod friend; what think you of the laws of na- 
ture 2” © Pthink,’ said my father, ‘that he, by whose 
houndless power these laws were framed, can alter 
them at his will.” ‘There’s your shoe,’ said the 
cobbler, hastily ; ‘it is four-pence.’ * It used to be 
but three pence,’ said my father. * But I cannot 
do it for that now,’ said Tom, ‘leather is so dear.’ 
My father put on his shoe, and paid his four-pence, 
tut seemed inclined to have a little more chit. 
‘What is that picture you have got up in the cor- 
ner, Mr. Roberts?’ It is Mount Vesuvius,’ said 
Tom, ‘itis a voleano. * Whatis a volcano 7’— 
Now wy fither knew very well about Vesuvius 
and volcanoes, only he wished to engage Roberts 
in Conversation —*A volcano,’ said Tom, ‘is a 
mountain which burns like a glass furnace, throw- 
ing out red-hot ashes: and such is the heat that 
the hardest stones are mel'ed as if they were but 
resin, and ran down the side of the mountain ma 
stream: like boiling pitch.’ * Did you ever see it ?’ 
said my father. * No,’ answered Tom; ‘there are 
none of then: in this country, but travellers have 
seen it.” *But-you don’t believe it ?’ replied my 
father, §Why not?’ said Tom. ‘Is it vot unphi- 
lusophical and coutrary to your experience ?’ said 
iny father ; ‘is it not more probable, that travel- 
lers should tell stortes, than that a great mountain 
should burn like atar barrel, and the hardest stones 
run down its sides like melted pitch ?? Now Tom 
Roberts seemed very anxious to show off his knowl- 
edge about volcanoes, but this stroke of my father 
appeared quite unexpected ;—he started up, look- 
ed atthe picture, then looked at the ground, wheel- 
ed full round, and looked at my father with an air 
which said, in spite of himself, *‘ You have canght 
me fairly.” In an instant he scized a piece of 
leather, laid it on the block, and cominenced ham- 
mering with such vehemeuce, that my father mov- 
ed back several steps, and stood looking at him 
with wonder. * You are too busy for conversation,’ 
said he; but Tom heard him not. ‘ You ate spoil- 
ing your sole; but Tom only beat the harder.— 
‘Let us go, my boy,’ said my father; and so we 
left him: but as far as the coppersmith’s shop, as 
we turned the corner, we heard Tom beating with 
all his might, and making more noise than any 
hody in the street.” 

In the sequel of the Tract the weaver states 
more fully the ground of his hope and confidence ; 
and poor Tom Roberts having fallen into distress, 
and being refused assistance by his infidel associ- 





ates, finds that assistance from the weaver which 
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his principles called npon him to impart, although 
he was not able to give it without personal incon- 


venience. 





NEWS FROM INDIA. 


The Editor of the Salem Register has received Bom- 
hay papers to July 23d, by the brig Ann, Capt. Millet, 
which arrived there last Friday. Says the Register, 

The wife of the Rev. Gordon Hall, American 
missionary at Bombay, arrived at this port in the 
Ann. Mrs. Hall was induced to take this voyage 
on account of the health of two of her children, 
one of whom, we understand, died on the passage ; 
the other has been materially benefitted. She 
states that several of the missionaries were sickly 
when she left, and two of their children had died 
recently. Mrs Hall is an English lady, and has 
been attached to the mission abont seven years. 
She speaks in the warmest and most grateful terms 
of the kind and unwearied atten'ions of Capt. Mil- 
jer—-and will, we doubt not, find many others who 
will sympathize with her in her affliction, and 
cheerfully render her every act of Christian hos- 
pitality. : 

The following are the culy articles of any im- 
portance we find in our Bombay papers : 

“ Bombay, 6th July.—Accounts have reached 
Bombay from Calcutta,*which state that two na- 
tive [afantry Regiments have been ordered for im- 
mediate embarkation in the H. C. ship Hythe and 
Kyd, to proceed to Penang, which settlement is 
threatened with an attack from the Siamese, who 
are collecting in force on the opposite coast. 

“ Burmese War.— The latest accounts from Ar- 
racan, cast a melancholy shade over the prospect 
of victory, for which the climate appears toe demand 
a higher price than the inhabitants of the country. 
One of the Regiments (which is said to be not more 
unfortunate than others) has been reduced by sick- 
ness and death, from 1200 strong, to 350, while 
inost of those who are not yet in Hospitals, are mis- 
erably reduced iu bodily strength and appearance. 
The 49th is no better thartwu companies of eftec- 
tive men. - 

“Surat, we regret to hear, is again afflicted with 
the Cholera Morbus, to which virulent clisease the 
natives are falling victims in great nunibers daily.” 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The following communication from the Rev. Mr. Ses- 
sious, Agent of this Society will show what progress and 
what arrangements have been made in respect to the sail- 
ing of emigrants from Boston to Liberia, as well as the 
character of the emigrants whe have been approved : 


The progress made. More than 60 colonists 
have expressed to me their decided wish to go. A 
coasting vessel will sail from Providence under 
the auspices of Nicholas Brown and Deacon King- 
inav, on the 12th of Decembér next, and touch at 
Bristol and Newport to receive furniture, provis- 
iors and merchandise for the colonists and proceed 
to Boston. ; 

The celonists will leave Newport, if convenient, 
on the 15th following, and touch at Bristol and 
Providence, and thence by land to Boston.—Those 
from all other towns will consult their own eon- 
venience, whether to join the above, or proceed 
direct to Boston, and arrive by the 20th December, 
as on that day the vessel will sail for Liberia. The. 


News from India. 427 


fray their own will be refunded at Boston, and 
wholly borne on the passage, and a suitable time 
after they arrive at Liberia. 

ae PS religious services will be held on the 
eve of their departure from each of the above men- 
tioned towns. 

Character of the Colonists. None are received 
without presenting testimonials of good mora! 
character. And in looking over the catalogue of 
such as have been approved, I perceive a large 
proporuon are members of the American church- 
es. Some are pronounced by their pastors to be 
equalin piety and zeal to half of our missionaries ; 
and they say themselves they go not so mucii to 
improve their temporal condition, as to benefit the 
Colony, give their children a better inheritance, 
and promote the salvation of the heathen. 

Ainong them you will see the aged Fantee and 
Hlosean, saying, I go to encourage the young— 
they can never be elevated here—I have tried it 64 
years—it is in vaia.—Could I by my example in- 
duce them to embark, and I die the next day, i 
should be satisfied. ‘There is also the Congoese, 
the Golan and Angolan, the Aceran and Ashantee, 
all with their faces to the east. 

But there is one case of greater interest still.— 
Her name is A-cush-u-no-no; in Africa she would 
be styled a young Fantee Princess—brought here 
to be educated, but most cruelly treated by man, 
and yet, there is good reason to believe, made an 
heir of heaven by God. Her pathetic story of woe 
i reserve for another time, and have only to be- 
speak the kind attentions of all who may have it in 
their power to assist these Christian Colonists on 
Aheir way to their desired haven. 

Persons wishing to embark, may apply to Mr. 
Calvin Holton, at Lincola and Edmanes’, Cort- 
hall. Fon S 
Donations to the Society. 

From the Ladies of St. Peter’s Church, 

Salem, Ms. to constitute their Pastor, the 

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, a life mem- 

ber, $50 Ov 
From the Ladies of the First Baptist Church 

do. do. to constitute their Pastor, the 

Rev. Lucius Bolles, a life member, 30 00 
From the Ladies of the Tabernacle Church, 

do. do. w constitute their Pastor, the Rev. 

Elias Cornelius, a life member. * 30 00 
From the Ladies of the South Church, do. 

do. to constitute their Pastor, the Rev. 

Brown Emerson, a life member, 30 00 

That was a happy thought which first led to this 
particular mode of making charitable coutribu- 
(ions. After a litte atrention to the sulject, I feel 
very safe in saying that not less than $50,000 have 
in this way Leeuw poured into the treasury of the 
Lord. And then itis so agreeable to all the forms 
of female propriety, so delighttul in its influence 
on them, so quickening to the clergyman himself, 
and so eflicacious in promoting the cause of ia- 
man happiness, and the kingdom of Him wha, 
laid down his life for us, that to this deed of mercy 
especially belongs that five line of the poet,— 

‘It blesses him who gives and him that txkes." Feo 

-“ Itis more blessed tu give than receive.” 

Who then will not go and do likewise?) Who will 
not imitate the above example, and secure for their 
Pastor also the annual reports of this interesting 





necessary expenses of those who are unable to de- 


Society, a handsome engraved certificate of his 
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membership, and a seat and vote in the delibera- 


tions of so respectable a Body. 
: H. Sessions. 





ON UNDERSTANDING A PREACHED 
GOSPEL. 

No part of our time is more important than that 
which is spent in hearing the gospel. It is then 
we areon trial for eternity. The reception which 
is given to it, will decide our final state. He who 
believes and follows it, will be saved ; he who dis- 
regards and neglects it, will be lost forever. The 
short space tov, which is allotted to this exercise, 
renders it still more solemn. Compared to what 
is spent in business, in Conversation, in recreation, 
and rest, how very contracted are the hours we 
pass in listening to those words, by which our sal- 
vation is secured. It is, therefore, a matter of 
high concern, that every thing which tends to in- 
terrupt the impression intended to be made by the 
word, be removed; and that every thing which 
aids it should be fostered with peculiar care. 

The first prerequisite necessary to derive benefit 
from the preached word, is, to understand it. The 
understanding is the leading faculty of the soul. 
Unless this be duly informed, no other operation of 
the mind can be under a correct influence. The 
will, the memory, the conscience, the affections, 
and the temper, are all moved by it. As every 
visible external object affects us by the eye, and 
without a clear vision, all the scenes of beauty and 
grandeur in the works of God will produce no cor- 
rect impression upon us; so if the intellectual part 
of man be blinded, or perverted, or misinformed, 
every other power of the mind will be liable to an 
improper bias. No doctrine of the Bible can affect 
us, unless it be in a measure understood. ‘Truths, 
which are of the highest importance, which are 
ennobling and exciting, and consoling, will be ad- 
dressed to us without effect, unless they are known 
and apprehended. ‘Truths, which fill believers 
with joy uuspeakable, and full of glory, which 
draw forth the hallelujahs and adorations of angels 
in heaven ; and make guilty spirits in hell wemble, 
will be set before maukind in vain, if they are not 
known, and sealized, and have place in the human 
mind. Hence itis that 50 many persons sit under 
a faithful ministe® year after year without elfect. 
They understand not the statements which are 
made in their hearing. It is not meant to be af- 
firmed that this is the only obstacle to men’s prof- 
iting by the word. It wunay be understood and yet 
hated; the truth may be imprisoned in unright- 
eousness. But it is ove reason why so many te- 
ceive no spiritual benefit froun the gospel of God. 
‘Thus our great Master in his parable of the sower 
explains the case*of those who received the seed 
by the way side. “When any one heareth the 
word of the kingdom, aud understundeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked one and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart. This is he that 
receiveth seed by the way side.” Satan, that subt- 
le and malicious foe of man, uses all bis artifice to 
prevent our understanding the word, lest we should 
believe it aud obtain salvation. It is therefore ne- 
cessary that we use every caution to counteract his 
endeavors. That we set our hearts to the things 


which are delivered to us; recollecting it is vo vain 
thing; but our life is contained in it. 
We need not, therefore, wonder that so much 
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stress is laid on this subject in the Scriptures,— 
When Christ had been delivering his parables to 
the multitude, he thus addressed his immediate 
disciples : “ Have ye understood all these things ?” 
Se when Philip accosted the Ethiopian eunuch it 
was in the following way: “ Understandest thou 
what thou readest ? And he said, how ean LI, ex. 
cept some mar should guide me? And he desiv- 
ed Philip that he would come up and sit with 
rhim.” Thus when Christ was ou his way to Em- 
inaus, had been conversing with his friends, whose 
winds were dark, and perplexed, and full of unbe- 
lief, he thus addressed them: “O fools and sluw 
of heart to believe all that the psophets have spok- 
en; and beginning at Moses and the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.”—Thus they describe 
the effect of those instructions: “Did wot our 
heart burn within us while be talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures ?” 
“Then opened he their uncerstanding, that they 
ought understand the Scriptures.” 

It is no invalid objectivu to these statements, 
that the gospel only becomes effectual to the sal- 
vation of men, by its being applied to the heart by 
the powerful agency of the Holy Spirit of God. 
We admit the important truth, But we derive 
from ita confirmation of the topic before us. Fox 
how does this blessed agent effect the mighty 
work ? not certainly by presenting to us truths 
which are not contained in the word ; but by ena- 
bling vs to understand those which are read o: 
heard. It is not by the revelation of a vew gospel, 
but by the application of the old gospel, that we 
become new creatures in Christ Jesus, and giow 
and thrive in piety. ‘The same truths convert the 
heart now, which operated on the three thousand 
on the day of Pentecost, and the multitude in the 
apostolic age. The same views of the holiness oi 
Giod, of the spirituality of the divine law, of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ, of the invisible glovies, 
or terrors of another world, are as effectual now iu 
all those who believe, as they were when Pau! 
preached them in Philippi, Thesalonica, or Rome. 
Whenever this divine and holy being awakeus the 
dead in sin, to anew and spiritual life, he ordeis 
the attention, arid fixes the miad, on the great 
topics of the holy word ; enables us to understand 
their meaning and bring thes home to our own 
case and coudition. So thatthe very nature of bis 
work nphes the importance of understanding the 
word of God, and of Using those etlurts wiuiel teud 
tu produce thus desirable end, 


NOVELS. 

People may say what they please, the reading 
of novels is generally a waste of time; and it is 
well iftime is all we lose. From this censure, I 
do not except even (ie renowned Waverly novels. 
‘They have had their full share of praise. The 
great unknown, may as well keep himself un- 
known; for should he reveal himself :— 

Scindit se nubes, et in ethera pergat apertum, 


posterity will never know him. His chief merit 
seems to be, the manner in which he opens his 
story upon you; he suimulates and satisfies curios- 
ity. Hence his books exhaust their powers at the 
first reading. He describes robber’s dens, snow- 
-storms, gypsies, and thieves wonderfully well. But 








he has no nice perception of character ; he discri- 
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minates men only by superficial manners ; he tra- 
ces nothing to the original structure of the heart; 
not a spark of Shakspears’ fire ever touches his 
breast. When he dues his best, ke is terrible, 
rather than sublime ; he is distressing rather than 
pathetic. His great fault, however, is, he writes 
only to please—to instruct by pleasing, seems to be 
out of his power, or far from his thoughts. His 
best work, beyond all comparison, is the Heart of 
Mid Lothian. Jenny Deans is an instructive 


character. 
RICHARDSON. 


If we must have novels, Richardsou’s are after 
all the best. An author’s merit is to be estimated 
by the’ difficulties overcome. The generality of 
readers have a notion that to imitate nature you 
must spice your book well with deformity and vice. 
Picture a dung hill, and you will be allowed to 
have imitated nature ; but picture a palace ever so 
well, and they will call it a fancy piece. It mupst 
be confessed, it is far more difficult to transcribe 
the beautiful parts of the human character, and 
give interest to the transcription, than it is to paint 
when you give your pencil a wider range. Man 
has more prominent points in vice than in virtue. 
In this respect Richardson had a far more difficult 
task than Fielding. Fielding! his books are fit 
only for brothels. To say that Richardson had 
more morality, is trite; he had more genius. Af- 
ter all, the best use you can make of novels, is, to 
jet them alone. 

RECANTATION. 


Yet there is nothing in the nature of this mode 
of instruction which makes it pernicious. Fictiou 
may lend her colours to adoru and enforce truth. 
Our Saviour told parables even when preaching. 
I wish that flowers of every hue might bloom and 
breathe around the altars of virtue.—Chr. Spec. 


BLESSING THE HORSES AT ROME. 

We were present this day, (in 1812) at one of 
the most ridiculous scenes I ever wituessed, even 
in this country. It was St. Authony’s blessing of 
the horses; which began on that saint’s day, and 
I understand lasts for a week. We drove to the 
ehurch of the saint, near Santa Maria Maggiore, 
and could scarcely make our way through the 
sticets, from the multitude of horses, mules, asses, 
cows, sheep, goats, and dogs; which were jour- 
neying along to the place of benediction; their 
tails, heads, and gecks decorated with bits of col 
oured ribbon and other finery, on this—their un- 
conscious gala day. The saiut’s benediction, 
though nominally confined to horses, is equally 
efficacious, and equally bestowed upon all quad- 
rupeds ; and I believe there is scarcely a brute in 
Rome, or in the ueighbourhood, that has not par- 
ticipated init. An immmense crowd were issein- 
bled in the wide open space in front of the church, 
and from the number of beasts and men, it looked 
exactly like a cattle fair. Atthe door stood the 
blessing priest, dressed iu his robes, and wielding 
a brush in his hand, which he continually dipped 
into a huge bucket of holy water, that stood near 
him ; and spirted at the animals as they came up, 
in unremitting succession, taking off his litle 
skull cap, and muttering every time in Latin, “ By 
the intercession of blessed Anthony the Abbot, 
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the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.” The 
poor priest had such hard work in blessing, that 
he was quite exhausted and panting, and his round 
face looked fiery red with his exertion, The rider 
or driver of the creature, always gave some piece 
of money, larger or smaller, in proportion to his 
means or to his generosity; and received an en- 
graving of the saint, and a Jittle metallic cross, 
However, all animals might be blessed gratis. Se- 
veral well-dressed people, in very handsome equi- 
pages, attended with out-riders in splendid liveries, 
drove up while we were there ; and sat uncovered 
till the benediction was given. ‘Then, having paid 
what they thought fir, they drove off, and made 
way for others. One adventure happened, which 
afforded some amusement. A countryman hav- 
ing got a blessing on his beast, and therefore put- 
ting his whole trust in its power, set off from the 
church door at full gallop ; and had scarcely gone 
a hundred yards before the ungainly animal tum- 
bled down with him; and over his head the rolled 
into the dirt. He soon got up, however, and shook 
himself, aid so did his borse ; without either seein- 
ing to be much the worse. The priest seemed 
not a whit out of countenance at this catastrophe ; 
and some of the standers-by exclaimed with lau- 
dable stedfastness of faith, “ that but for the bless- 
ing they might both have broken their necks!!!” 
[** Rome in the Nineteenth Century.” 


Obituary. | 


Diep,—lIn this city on Monday, 28th ult. Mr. Daniet 
Salter, aged 66. Mr. Salter was a native of England, 
but had resided in this city for « number of years, and 
was much esteemed and respected by all who knew hiv. 
He was an honést man, aud departed from the path ot 
rectitude and virtue as seldom, perhaps, as, those who 
rely alone on their own righteousness and good deeds for 
justification. Yet he feli deeply his own nothingness and 
the need of a Saviour. With great humility, and at the 
same time with uncommon strength of mind, he was en- 
abled to believe, aud hope, and trust in the blood of Christ 
alone for salvation. This was 45 an anchor to the soul 
in a trying hour. 

On the 19th ult. Mr. Parley T. Smith, aged about 34 ; 
on the 20th, Mr. Joshua R. Gore, aged about 45 5 on the 
2ist, Mrs. Mary, Noyes, widow of the late Mr. Wm. N. 
senior ; on the 23d, Miss Sarai: Harrison, aged 16, daugh- 
ter of Major Grindley H.; on the 24th, Miss Mary Uor- 
ton, aged 70; on the 25th, Mr. Stepheu Huggins, an eu 
terprising merchant aged 40 ; same day, Capt. Frederick 
Hunt, aged 75. 

Alt Berlin, Mr. Normon Hooker. aged 25. 

At Guilford, on the 25th ult. Miss Luey Crutteaden 
aged 22, daughter of the late Mr. Gilbert Crottenden. 

At Saybrook, on the 20th ult. Edmund Savuw, Jun, ag- 
ed 17 years. 

At Springfield, Mass. on the 20ih of Octobey, Mrs. Sa- 
bre Smith, aged 61. 

At Milford, Mr. Samuel Merwin. ‘ 

At East Hampton, Mr. Ezva Miller, 20. 

At Charleston, S.C. Captain Thomas ides, a native o/ 
Charlestown, Mass. , 

Oct. 23, 1825, at Middlebury, Vt Mrs. Phebe Elizabeth 
Copeland, the wife of Mr. John B. Copeland ef that 
hown, aged 25, Mrs. C. was formerly from New-Haven, 
and has many friends in this vicinity, During a very long 
confinement with a consumption, Mrs. C. wanilested au 
uuusual degree of paticuce and submission, yet without 
indulging a hope of an interest in the Redeemer, until a 
few weeks before her death, when, we trust she was en 
abled to give herself, without reserve into hia hand, avd 
to embrace him with her whole heart. Here is anothe: 
instance added to a host of witnesses, that something mere 
than an amiable disposition, correct moral life, and pa 
tient endurance of sulfeving, is necessary, to fit avy indi 
vidual of this fallen race, for the suciety of the blessed in 
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POETRY. 
en = ——————S=—_— 
THE CHARMS OF NATURE. 








I Jove the beams of orient day 
That light upon the mountain, 
Or tremble in the dew-drop’s ray, 

Or sparkle on the fountain. 


I love the soft moon’s silver light, 
Around my pillow gleaming, 

Or trembling thro’ the shades of night, 
Or on the ocean beaming. 


I love to gaze upon the ocean, 
When moonlight slumbers on it; 
Or when the storm in wiidest motion, 
And tempest roll upon it. 


] love the latest ling’ring lines 
That gild the western sky, 

When day’s departing glory shines, 
And melts to vacancy, 


I Jove the fitful breeze’s sigh, 
Amongst the foliage creeping ; 

Or whisp’ring niany a monody 
Above death’s captives sleeping. 


I Jove the star-light’s trembling glow, 
From heav'n’s arch'd azure beaming 
Upon a world where sorrows flow, 
And tears are hourly streaming. 


I love the solitude of night, 
With awful silence crown’d ; 
When not a passing gleam of light 
Amidst its shades is found. 


I love the blushing modesty 
Of the young flow’ret’s vest ; 

W hen dew-drops sparkle in its eve, 
And sunbeams light its crest. 


I love thee, Nature! whether nigit 
Circles with sable arms, 

Or all the lustre of the light 
Blooms on thy living charms. 


I Jove thee! whether tempests shroud 
Thy glories in a storm; 

Or when the gloomy thuuder cloud, 
Eniifs the ligltning’s form. 


But, oh! thy charms so passing sweet, 
And glories quickly fiule ; 
mi fairest forms beneath our feet 
ill speedily be laid. 


Then kindlings of a bvighter scene 
Beyond thy bound’ ries rises 

A veiled giory dims the sheen | 
Of heaven's sublunar skies. 


There are joys that never fade, 
Glories that never die, 
Delights perrennial, boundless, made * 
To bloom eternally. G. RK. 
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CONNECTICUL SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 

The Torvingford Sunday Schoo) Society, has became 
Auxiliary to the Connecticut Sunday School Union, mak- 
ing the number of Auxiliaries 45 
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From a minister in a Midland County in England. 


On my arrival at this place, I was much pained to wi:- 
ness the general profanation of the Sabbath. Every 
Lord’s day, iu passing from my residence to one of my 
places of worship, [saw many persons, both adults anu 
children, enga in gambling and_idle games, or else 
sauntering away their precious hours in the most unprofit 
able manner. These little groups often found me ad- 
dressing them on the impropriety of their conduct, befor 
they were aware of my approach ; and after repeated ex- 
hortations without effect, [ began to carry Tracts in my 
pocket, which I gave to all who would promise to read 
them. At first, but few accepted any; the greater part 
sneering and laughing, while some received the Tracts 
and listened to my conversation. Before long, they be- 
gan to know my time of passing, and usually ceased their 
sports when they saw me coming. They stood still, re- 
ceived the Tracts and heard me prone: 2 and returned to 
their sports again as soon as [had gone by. But persever- 
ing in this method, I had the pleasure to observe the num- 
bers thus assembled gradually decrease ; and now I set- 
dom see any of them in the roads dr fields where they for- 
merly used to assemble. The Tracts given were mostly 
such asthe “ Lorp’s Day,” “ Saspsatu Occupations,” 
“ Sarpatu Breaker Rectaimep,”’ &c. What further 
good effects may result, it is not in my power to say ; but 
at present it seems to have prevented those baneful prac- 
lices, productive of so many evils, both to individuals and 
to society in general; I mean the practice of gambling, 
and dissoluie recreations on the Sabbath ; which I tament 
to say are encouraged by some persgns, under the mistakea 
notion that as the poor people labor hard all the week, they 
need these recreations on the Sabbath, to recruit therr 


| spirits for their usual employmenis. Thatthe Lord's day 


should be a day of rest it is true ; but it should be a day of 
rest from worldly practices and earthly cares, and profli- 
gate amusements, such as are referred to above, will nev- 
er benefit either body or mind, but the very reverse, while 
they are most destructive to the soul, I have transmuatted 
this accquot, ooping it may induce others to go and do like- 
Wise, M. B.D. 


FORGET NOT THE MERCIES YOU RECEIVE. 
It is a bad sign when a man only thanks God for his 
goodness and mercy in general terms, without taking no- 
tice of the particular tems, which swell aad make up the 
total sum. Now, to be able to do this, it will be necessa- 
ry to tuke particular notice of God's daily providence to 
thee and thine, and to the church of Christalso. Lay up 
these in your heart, (as Mary did our Saviour's words,) 
for matter of thanksgiving against the time of prayer. 
You do not expect to fied money in your chest which you 
never laid up there ; neither will you be ready to praise 
God for those mercies which you never committed to your 
memory. Itis tobe feared a mar does not mean to pay 
that debt honestly which he does not set down in his book. 
Read the i07th Psalm. The Psalmist calls for thankfal- 
ness, for the mercies of God in creation and prosidence, 
and his conclusion is worthy of remark, “ Whoso is wise, 
aud will observe these things, even they shall understand 
the loving-kimdness of th® Lord.” GiURNALL. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— ees 








* Be ye clothed, and be ye warmed.” 


We take this method to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations for the relief of the sufferers by the 
late firesin New-Brunswick, viz 
From A. Wheeler and Brother, Sharon, Conn. $8 50 
From Rev. Lathrop Thomson, of Catchogue, 
Long Island, being a coliection taken up in his 

arish on Thanksgiving day 
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